[image: image1.emf]    Royal Society of St George  –   Costa Blanca   Treasurer’s Report   -   2011     I am pleased to report that despite the fact that this has been a difficult year financially for most  members, your Society has finished the year in a marginally better position than it started. This  even though we lost the last of our business partners, C lose International, due to a takeover in the  summer by Kleinwort Benson.   We now no longer have any business sponsorship.     The decision to include a celebration of the Royal Wedding with the Banquet proved to be a huge  success, resulting in a   substantial in crease in the number of guests. A decision we hope to repeat  in 2012 by combining the Queen’s Birthday luncheon with our celebration of her Diamond Jubilee.     Despite the fact that   our membership  continues to decline,  we are once again proposing no  increase   in the membership fee. This is proving to be very good value for money. Last year,  anyone attending just three of our four regular functions actually had the costs discounted by  more than the membership fee .     On behalf of the Branch I would like to once a gain record our thanks to John Cunningham for his  generosity in continuing to pay our capitation fee to the Royal Society, and also to Derick Berridge,  who has once again fought his way through my accounts in order to produce a credible audit.     I will be a vailable at the AGM to answer any questions that members may have.       Robert Oxley   Honorary Treasurer   21 st   December   2011  
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AGM and LUNCH

Saturday 25 February 2012
Cumbre del Sol Restaurant

The Annual General Meeting of The Royal Society of St George, Costa Blanca will be held at the Cumbre del Sol Restaurant.  The bar opens at noon and member’s menu choice cards will be available for free seating.  The meeting will commence at 12.15 and Lunch will follow at approximately 12.45pm.
MENU

Tapas Selection
Seasonal Salad 
Puff Pastry with goats cheese and caramelized onions 
Prawn Balls with curry sauce
Scrambled eggs with baby beans, garlic and crispy ham 
Mushroom parcels
Choice of Main Courses

Cordon Bleu with mushroom sauce 

Ragout Steak with Tai Rice 

Roasted Pork Knuckle 

Vegetable Paella 

Salmon Papillote with Soya Sauce 

Fillets of Red Fish with Almond Sauce
Choice of Desserts
Carajillo Coffee Pudding 

Sweet Angel Hair Cake with custard

 Baked Apple with Nuts 

Ice Cream
Half a bottle of wine per person, bread and ali oli is included
Coffee, water and extra wine will be charged separately  

We are delighted to offer members this interesting menu subsidized by the Society for 12 Euros.  Guests are welcome to attend the meeting and lunch at the price of 16 Euros but are not entitled to take part in any voting process.  New Members joining before or at the AGM may take advantage of the Member Price.  See reservation form.
The minutes of the last AGM appear at the end of this Newsletter and members will be asked to vote to confirm that they are a true record. Also included are the Treasurer´s Report and Draft Accounts.  Audited accounts will be available at the meeting.  Only paid up members are entitled to vote at the AGM.  Please bring your copy of the Agenda to the meeting. Enclosed are forms for new/renewal of membership and a reservation form for the lunch with menu choices.

The Royal Society of St George Costa Blanca

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual General Meeting will be held on 

25 February 2012 at 12.15 for the following purpose:
AGENDA
1
To confirm the appointment of the British Consul in Alicante as President.

2
Minutes of the last meeting.

3
To receive and adopt the Chairman’s and the Treasurer’s Reports to 31 December 2011
4
To receive and adopt the Accounts for the year ending 31 December 2011.

5
To elect the Committee members in accordance with Bye-Law 2.

6
To re-appoint Mr Derick Berridge as Honorary Auditor to the Society.

7
Any other business notified in writing to the General Secretary 10 days prior to the date of the 
meeting. 
Apartado de Correos 5

03725 Teulada, Alicante.



BY ORDER OF THE COMMITTEE

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF MEMBERS
(i)
All members in good standing are entitled to vote at the Annual General Meeting of the Society.
(ii)
Voting by proxy is not admitted.

(iii)
Every question shall be decided by a show of hands of those entitled to vote and by a majority of such votes.

(iv)
In case of an equality of votes the Chairman of the Meeting shall have a second and casting vote.  The declaration by the Chairman of the result shall be accepted as final.

(v)
There is no provision in the Royal Charter of Bye-Laws of the Society for the taking of a ballot or poll.

(vi)
The Chairman of the Society and other Officers are appointed by the committee.

THE PRESENT COMMITTEE
Chairman – Bob Hunt
Vice Chairman – Gaby Ferenczy
Treasurer - Bob Oxley

General Secretary – Jean Farrimond
Membership Secretary – Maggie Dennis

Anne Weskett

EVENTS
Autumn function held at the Pinosol Hotel, Javea

5th November 2011
The Society held its Annual Autumn Function at the Pinosol Hotel, in Javea on Saturday 5th November.

A total of just over 50 members and guests attended and enjoyed a pleasant evening with good food and dancing, with entertainment provided by Mike Ward Musician.  Our Vice Chairman Gaby Ferenczy spoke on behalf of the Society.  The ladies as ever were busy with the raffle ticket sales and raised a net amount of €160 euros.

Pictured below are Bob Hunt, Chairman, his wife Margaret and other guests. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
The committee are pleased to announce the following forthcoming events.  Further details of which will be forwarded to you at the appropriate time to enable you to make your reservations. 
Please make a note in your diaries, the Society looks forward to seeing you there.
27 April 2012

St George´s Banquet

2 June 2012

Queen´s Birthday Luncheon and Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

November 2012
Autumn Function (details to be announced)

ROYAL SOCIETY OF ST GEORGE COSTA BLANCA
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
 held on 19 February 2011

at Cumbre de Sol, Benitachell at 12.30

MINUTES
The meeting opened at 12.30.




The meeting closed at 13.00 

PRESENT:
34 Members & 9 Guests

APOLOGIES

President Paul Rodwell, Mrs Anne Weskett, Mr Brian Weskett,  Fr Robin Carter, John Deacon, Lorna Ainsworth, Sid & Celia Burrell

The Chairman welcomed the proposed two new Committee Members, Jean Farrimond who had volunteered to act as the new General Secretary and Maggie Dennis who had volunteered to act as Membership Secretary.

The Chairman also welcomed the Guests which included a special welcome to Derick and Maggie Berridge, Derick being the Society´s Hon. Auditor.

1.
APPOINTMENT OF THE PRESIDENT

The Chairman was pleased to advise that following our invitation to Mr Paul Rodwell to become Branch President he could now confirm that Mr Rodwell had graciously accepted. The Society now looked forward to welcoming him and his wife to our future events. 

This was approved.

Proposed by:
Toby Carpenter

Seconded:
Jacquelyne Phillips MBE

2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The Chairman advised that these were available on the website prior to the meeting. .

These were approved

Proposed by:
John Tucker

Seconded by:
Bryn Summerhayes

3. TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE CHAIRMAN´S REPORT TO 31 DECEMBER 2010

The Chairman reported that, throughout 2010 the Branch operated with a committee of only 5 members and his personal thanks went to them all. The constitution provided for 9 committee members so that meant that each committee member had to do the work of 2 people.  This was an unsatisfactory situation and must be redressed if the Branch was to operate in an efficient manner and provide the level of functions for which the Branch was renowned.  Thus, if any member would like to contribute some time toward helping to run the Branch to please let him know.

The Chairman advised that after several years conscientious service as our General Secretary, Christine Felton had decided to retire from her post with effect from the Annual General Meeting.  The Chairman thanked Christine for all her hard work, much of which was carried out behind the scenes in a most exemplary fashion. Her administrative and organisational efforts in support of the Branch would be missed.  The Chairman welcomed Jean Farrimond who had volunteered to take over as General Secretary.  The members were advised that although not previously serving on the committee, she had enthusiastically attended many of our functions over past years in support of Bob Oxley. The Chairman was also pleased to report that Maggie Dennis, a member for only just over a year, had accepted his invitation to join the Committee as our Membership Secretary.  A thank you was given to both Maggie and Jean.

The Chairman advised that due to the volcanic ash cloud disruption during the early part of 2010 and the cancellation or delay to many flights, the committee decided to cancel the visit of the 2 Chelsea Pensioners invited to be our guests of honour at the 2010 Banquet.  Apologies had also been received from the Ambassador and, as at the date of the Banquet, we were without a Consul in Alicante things were looking thin as far as speakers were concerned.  However our Branch Chaplain, Father Robin Carter, and his personal guest, Andrew Johnson, agreed at very late notice to fill the gap, and both did a magnificent job in entertaining us all.  The staff of the Carrasco Restaurant had provided an excellent meal, contributing to a thoroughly enjoyable evening.

In June, we once more held Her Majesty’s Birthday celebrations at the La Galera restaurant where we were provided with a very good lunch. This event was well attended and enjoyed by all.

Following its success in 2009, it was again decided to hold our 2010 autumn function on 5 November.  The event was well attended and all enjoyed an excellent meal served by the staff of the Pinosol Aparthotel.  Diners were also well-entertained by our Vice Chairman, Gaby Ferenczy, who gave an account of the history of gunpowder and the conspiracy of 1605.  The proceeds of the raffle were donated during the evening towards the Appeal to provide Gerald McGrath with a voyage of a lifetime with the Jubilee Sailing Trust.

The Chairman reported that the past 12 months have been an adventurous, interesting yet stabilizing period for the Branch.  Membership figures and finances remain fairly constant, and attendance at functions has also been very good, particularly at the June and November events.  He asked for continued support to the Society during 2011.

This was approved.

Proposed by:
Christine Felton

Seconded by:
Joan Summerhayes

4. TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE TREASURER´S REPORT AND ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2010

The Treasurer read from his report for 2010 which had been circulated at the meeting.  A copy of the Income & Expenditure Accounts is attached.

The Treasurer reported the Society´s finances remained at a satisfactory level and there was no need for any change at present in subscriptions. We had finished the year with €5,663.15 in the bank account.

The Icelandic ash cloud which brought so much disruption to air travel in April and prevented the speakers and many members from attending the Banquet, resulted in a considerable reduction in our costs. This was reflected in the €1,435.36 surplus recorded in the Accounts. 

Unfortunately, the ash cloud also prevented our friends and sponsors, Close International, from attending the Banquet evening, and again in November the Spanish Air Traffic controllers strike further prevented them attending the Autumn Dinner Dance.  The Treasurer thanked Close for their continuing support and looked forward to seeing them in 2011.

The Costa Blanca Branch was also indebted to John Cunningham, who despite ill health and an inability to visit Spain, had once again paid our capitation fee to the Society. 
The Treasurer said that he was very pleased to see Derick Berridge and his wife at the AGM and, on behalf of himself and the members of the Society formally thanked him for auditing the Society’s 2010 accounts.

These were accepted.

Proposed by:
Hugh Martin

Seconded by:
John Tucker

5. TO ELECT THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

BYE-LAW 2

The Chairman asked the present Members of the Committee who were prepared to serve for another year to raise their hands.

Mr Gaby Ferenczy

Mr Bob Hunt MBE

Mr Bob Oxley

Mrs Anne Weskett – absent, but had indicated that she wished to serve a further year

In addition two new members were introduced onto the committee:

Mrs Maggie Dennis

Mrs Jean Farrimond

This was approved

Proposed by:
Mr Mick Dennis

Seconded by:
Christine Felton

6. TO RE-ELECT Mr Derick Berridge AS HON. AUDITOR

Derick agreed to continued in the position of Hon Auditor.

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Hugh Martin thanked Bob Hunt for all the hard work carried out on behalf of the Society during 2010.

The chairman thanked all the committee members for their hard work over the past year.

The Chairman advised that the next event would be the St George´s Banquet/Royal Wedding Celebration to be held at the Carrasco on Friday 29th April.  More details would follow via the Newsletter.  Regrettably apologies had been received from the Ambassador who advised he would be hosting his own Royal Wedding Celebrations in Madrid.  A number of organisations had been approached with an invitation to join with us.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 13.00
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Royal Society of St George Costa Blanca

DRAFT

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT  -  2011

INCOME   INCOME

2010 2011

732.00 Subscriptions / Joining Fees 588.00

499.00 AGM Lunch 455.00

2,260.00 St George's Banquet - Members / Guests 4,029.00

40.00 Raffle/Donations          ---

2,068.00 Garden Party 1,744.00

455.00 Raffle/Donations 370.00

1,662.00 Autumn Dinner Dance 1,120.00

315.00 Raffle/Donations 230.00

600.00 Business Member Sponsorship          ---

     _______     _______

8,631.00 Total 8,536.00

      

       EXPENDITURE

          EXPENDITURE

2010 2011

655.00 AGM & Lunch 690.00

106.34 Printing/Postage/Stationery/Telephone 100.90

96.83 Hosting/Refreshments 104.14

2,820.50 St George's Banquet 4,276.00

126.82 Speaker Costs          ---

1,396.03 Garden Party 1,650.00

1,550.00 Autumn Dinner Dance 1,347.33

315.00                                       

Help 4 Heroes

Charity Donation          ---

53.36 P O Box Rental 27.68

48.01 Bank Charges 35.34

27.75 Miscellaneous - Regalia/Retirement Gift          ---

     _______     _______

7,195.64 Total 8,231.39

Surplus / Deficit carried forward 304.61

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2011  Income & Expenditure Account - 2011

Bancaja Account 5,898.81 Brought forward from 2010 5,663.15

Cash in hand 68.95 2011 Surplus 304.61

5,967.76  5,967.76
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